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“What
duty is just to

thought in earnest about it
great things-”

Thought for the Week.

ismy next duty? What is the - thing that lies
nearest to me? That belongs to you everyday history- No
one can answer that question but  yourself-

Your ‘next

determine what your next duty is Is
there nothing you . neglect? Is there nothing you know
you ought not to do? You would know your duty, if you

and were not ambitious of
G. Macdonald-

' gilemans @i,

yo@lancaysdansmoe (The Sermon for the week)
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. 'If you feel that e@;yone ought ;

to be a Christian, Jack then why
is that not the case with every-
ove?’’ The question came from
Barbara, who had recently become
a Christian, = 2

Larry, as discussion , leader,

took up the question, and put . it
to the group: “At least two-thirds
of the world is not Ohristian,

Would any of you care to siggest
why this is sgt¥rei. v 5 TREG

“The mosf obvious thing,"”
ventured Janie, ‘'is ‘that not every
one has had a chance. They have
not been presented with the claims
of Christ."

““Thatis very true', said Jack,
‘*but even in our own country,
where nearly everyone has had a
chance to hear the gospel, why are
n‘t they all Christians?*'

“Well, for one thing, we
Christians have not given much
reason for peeple to think that there
is anything real in the Christian
life.”” The quite young man in the
corner, whose name I cannot recalls
was speaking,

*We have had now two reasons’

given, one that we haven't prese-
nted the gospel to some, and second
that our lives have not always been
effective witnesses to the gospel we
preach- Both these are things for
which the Church is' responsible.
But I want to find out why, when
two people are exposed to the
came preaching and the same Ghr-
jstian lives, ene becomes a GChr-
istian and the other does not-"
jack's question brought the problem
into sharp focus.

*“The one does not want to give
uop some things in his hife, while
the other may decide to give up
things for Christ's sake: Don't you
¢hink that is a reason?* ' Barbara
suggested.

*“Yes, but I like to lkknow why
he does'nt want to give up things',
Jack insisted,

*‘l suppose that the former

Printed and Published by N. M- Absa
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1 %\was late. The discussion wa decides 'that what is more advant-
al®a¥ly in full swing and apparently .

ageous to himselfis what he already
has, and he does not 'f{._nt to give
it up for something '-\:‘ghxch he has
not experienced and of which he
is not sure: He is playing cafe."
Bob answered-

“'But that is a false security’’,
said Jim, who was a student at
the Seminary. ' This desire to. hold
on. to cne’s own interest and fo
make it secure is at the very heart
of sin. In. fact that is sin'-

“Qecurity is ore cf the basic
cravirgs of man. But he bas also
a deep desire for freedom. That is
why man Wwants to play safe, and
at the same time hasa desire to
take tisks and fling cauticn to the
winds and do something that asserts
his freedom.”” It was Fred; . the
Psychology major-

“Actually man thinks he is
secure when he has the ability to
+“take care of himself by means of
monetary wealth, physical strength,
controlling authority and power and,
backing by society by conformity
to it~ He thinks he is free when
he refuses to be a slave of one
man or God, when his head is
untent, and when he can say, ‘I am
the Lord of my life,’T am the
captain of my scul's The Christian
gospel demands that he relinqui-
hes his trust in these false secur:
ties ard commit himself to Ged,
jand also that he surrenders his
delusion of freedom to become a
bondslave of Jesus Christ, and thus
in the filial relationship towards
Ged through Jesus Christ  fing
true | s_ecuri!:y and freedom.
Man's security and freedom are
delusions. It is his clinging tg
these delusions and refusal to accept
the deliverance that is offered ip
Ohrist that keeps him from being
a Ohristan-” Naturally such a long
sermon could come only from Jim
the theological student. !

“But Jim's said Jack bringing
the guestion into proper focus again,
*'swhy is it that when there are two
reople in similar circumstances, one
is delivered from this delusion and
the other is not?”

i

“Well, man is a free being;:
he makes choices: One man'decidesr
to accept the real freedom that
Christ offers, and the other decides.
to stick to his delusions” Jim ans-
wergd- ' .

“But ycu still have'nt told me
why .he chooses ore way or the
other;” Jack insisted.

Is it not the case that God
has given us this freedom to choose
for or against Him, and that we
choose because wefhoose? of course
1 know that it is because Geg has
chosen us from the foundaticn of!
the world that we are able ¢t
choose for Him. But may.be Jinc:

can enlighten me as to how to.
reconcile the fact that it"is God:
who chooses us and yet we are

responsible for the choice we make '
It was the quiet young map in the:
COrners

ih“I Wisl};l I ]Ellild 2N easy answer:
G at problem = was =
could sai}" B es dig
“The Biblical teaching is that
man is responsible for his %4
God's grace cousists in the freg
gift of Jesus Christ thiough wh
He offers redemption to the w
pf mankind: If some do not a
ity the reason for it, as far as
can _gather from this  discussion
lies in three factorss One, the
church hds not proclamied the gosp-
el to all. Two, the life of the
Church has often failed to reflect
the truth of the Gospel. Third
men reject the gospel of their own
free choice, but even  here
Christians cannot but acknowledge
partial responsibility for such reject-
ion, though man is responsible prim-
arily for his own choice. The import-
ant thing for the church then, apg
for you and for me. therefore, is to
see that we do not fail in gyr
responsibility to God and tq o p
lellow-men to persuade them 3

t
accept God's free gifts The leaclecr)
summarizeds

I came away with g de
feeling of gratitude for what c(lj;s([i)-

had done, and a strong sense of

my own responsibility to fe|low-men.
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