
2.0 ORTHOGRAPHY. The Rotokas language is spoken by approx-
imately 4,200 people living in the Kieta Sub-District of
Bougainville Island. There are three dialects which have been
designated: Aita, Pipipaia, and Rotokas Proper. The ortho-
graphy and majority of words are from the Rotokas Proper dia-
lect.

In the Rotokas Proper dialect the following sounds are
heard: a3 e> i3 o 3 u3 g3 k3 p 3 r3 s 3 t 3 v. The pronunciation
of these sounds is as follows:

2.1 VOWELS.

a as in father

e as in bed

i as in machine

o as in pole

u as in pool

The long vowels: aa3 ee 3 ii3 oo y and uu axe pronounced
as single vowels but are held over a longer period of time.

2.2 CONSONANTS


